
The 7th International SAMAR-
ITAN Forum took place on 
22 August 2013 in the new ASB 
representative office in Berlin. 
Focussing on the subject of 
voluntary work and the integra-
tion of the Forum in a series of 
events determined in terms of 
time, effect totally new dynam-
ics within the partner associa-
tions, which is extremely condu-
cive for developing the network.
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Dear Samaritans,

2013 was a special year, not only be-

cause of the 125th Anniversary of the 

Arbeiter-Samariter-Bund but also with 

regard to the 7th SAMARITAN Forum 

on 22 August in Berlin, we can look 

back on many fantastic events. For the 

first time, volunteer projects of Euro-

pean Samaritan organisations received 

the SAMARITAN‘s B.E.S.T. award.

We have also strengthened our collab-

oration with regard to out socio-eco-

nomic interests and have positioned 

ourselves with the demand for a Euro-

pean non-profit law for the legal and 

financial strengthening of civil society 

organisations on EU level.

We can be particularly proud of a 

joint European flood water project as 

consequence of the flood water in 

the summer of this year as well as the 

establishment of the Samaritan Emer-

gency Temporary Shelter with the aim 

of active aid for children, the elderly 

and people with disabilities in disaster 

situations.

Best regards

 

Christian Reuter

Secretary General

Editorial

SAM.I. Secretary General and ASB National 
Director Christian Reuter.
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First steps agreed
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Barbara Siri, Vice President of the WK South 
Tyrol.

Continued from Page 1

Lively discussion among participants of the workshop “Quality in voluntary work”.
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Markus Leimegger, one of the facilitators at 
the Workshop “Civil Protection”.

f.l.t.r. Uli Braun, ASB Vice-Chairman of Rhineland-Palatinate, Quality Management-Auditor, Facilitator Martin v. Berswordt-Wallrabe, Erich 
Matthis, Managing Director of the ASB RV Bad Windsheim e.V., Felix Fellmer, Technical Manager and Lecturer Drinking Water Treatment FAST.

The Conference was accompanied by drawings from Mike Klar. The Illustrator studied 
Visual  Communication, focussing on Illustration and Graphic Arts at the Bauhaus University 
Weimar and the École d‘Art et de Design Genève and has since been working as illustrator, 
live cartoonist and graphic designer. Since 2007 he has been a member of the artist group 
ILLUMAT. You can fi nd the illustrations from Mike Klar for the Forum AVEC on the SAM.I.-
Web site at http://bit.ly/MikeKlar
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“SAMARITANs B.E.S.T. interna-
tional” 

Danish-German cooperation in the 

Fehmarn-Belt-Region

-

-

-

-

Volunteer commitment for young 

and old on second and third place

-

-

-

 

3,000 Euro prize money each for “Belt Samaritans” and 
“Become a part of us”.

Within the framework of the Forum 2013, the SAMARITANs B.E.S.T. 
international and the SAMARITANs B.E.S.T. local received an 
award for the first time. These are awards for extraordinary and 
exemplary local and international Samaritan Projects. The annual 
presentation of the awards is dedicated to special focuses. Follow-
ing up on the conference series “AVEC- Active Volunteering for a 
European Civil Society” special volunteer projects were recognised 
in 2013.

First presentation of the SAM.I. Award  
“SAMARITANs B.E.S.T”

Winning project “Beltsamariter”: SAM.I.-President Knut Fleckenstein (right) presents the 
prize to the Danish-German Project Team.

ASB won fourth place of the incentive 

award “Helfende Hand” (Helping Hand) 

in the category “Innovative Concepts” 

with the project “Beltsamariter” (Belt 

Samaritans). For five years now and 

with the incentive award “Helfende 

Hand”, the Federal Ministry of the 

Interior has been honouring ideas and 

concepts which rouse the interest of 

people for voluntary commitment in civil 

defence, as well as enterprises which 

give special support to their employ-

ees’ volunteer work. See http://bit.ly/

asb_Helfende_Hand. The next mile-

stone within the project “Beltsamariter” 

will be a closed meeting on the subject 

of “Winning and committing volunteers” 

in Heiligenhafen. At the beginning of 

2014, Danish participants will visit their 

colleagues on the German side. A focal 

point of the work next year will be the 

expansion of medical services. 

Projektkontor Dänemark 
Thomas Egesborg-Pedersen 

danmark@beltsamariter.eu

Projektbüro Deutschland 
Stephan Andersen 

Stephan.andersen@beltsamariter.eu 

www.beltsamariter.eu
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SAMARITANs B.E.S.T. local

Worthy of being replicated: Suc-

cessful volunteer campaign from the 

White Cross South Tyrol

SAMARITANs B.E.S.T local

  

Varied Local Samaritan Projects

Awards as an element of quality 

management in voluntary work 

Smiling winners: The WK South Tyrol Team is thrilled about the local AWARD for its volun-
teer campaign.

Links 
Award 2013
http://bit.ly/SAMIAWARDen

We will inform all SAM.I Members con-

tinuously about further voluntary projects 

under the heading of “Best practices” on 

the SAM.I. Website. In future, additional 

guidelines, studies and work materials 

of SAM.I Members are to be provided in 

addition.

http://bit.ly/membersbestpractices
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Joint fl ood project    

joint standards and tying up re-

sources”

Voluntary helpers of the ASSR bring food for the victims of the fl ood disaster 2013 in Slovakia.

Employment of volunteers in cross-border 
disaster control 
Two complementary cooperation projects in disaster control

2013 was once again characterised by fl ood incidents. Hundreds of 
voluntary helpers showed cross-border involvement in the SAM.I. 
Member associations. With the start of a joint fl ood project, SAM.I. 
can give this involvement a concrete framework. The promise of 
EU funds has also allowed the establishment of a long planned 
module – the Samaritan Emergency Temporary Shelter (SAMETS). 
Within the framework of these project cooperations, the partner 
organisations can provide special help for children, the elderly and 
people with disabilities in future cases of disaster. 
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“SAMETS” – Social Affair Man-
agement in Emergency Tempo-
rary Shelter

EU Instruments for 
disaster control
The EU framework for today’s disas-

ter control is comprised of two legal 

acts from 2007, the EU procedure for 

disaster control, which fundamentally 

acts as operative framework, and the 

EU fi nancing instrument for disaster 

control, which makes up the fi nancial 

framework for collaboration.

These two legal acts were used as a 

basis to establish a Monitoring and 

Information Centre (MIC) within the 

European Commission. The MIC sim-

plifi es the request for disaster relief by 

concerned states vis-à-vis and between 

the member states. Information about 

the Monitoring and Information Centre 

can be found at http://bit.ly/EU_MIC

Volunteers of the SAM.I. Member organisations during 
the fl ood disaster in the Philippines
Typhoon Haiyan led to massive destruction on the Philippines. Whole villages and cit-
ies were destroyed. According to the United Nations, 11.3 million people are affected. 
More than 670,000 people are left homeless on the Visayas Archipelago. Volunteers from 
SAM.I Member organisations ASBÖ Austria, ASSR Slovakia, Dansk Folkehjælp and ASBD 
Germany were in the disaster zone immediately after the disaster and coordinated their 
activities.  

The medical assistant Nina Grasser and a 
young patient. Many mothers and their children 
are treated in the fi eld hospital.

Continued on Page 8
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Being able to laugh again – thanks to the 
good care offered by the ASSR.

Increased collaboration with civil society organisations 
in the Balkans
SAM.I. advisory board confi rms new members at a meeting in Berlin

   

Dansk Folkehjaelp: 20 years experience in setting up emergency housing also helps the 
victims of the disaster on the Philippines.

The honorary Samaritan Ingrid Jedlicka, 
graduate nurse, assisting with the care for a 
premature baby.

Continued from Page 7
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Collaboration with SAM.I. 
The more than 18 years work and experi-

ence in social projects and the long-term 

cooperation with the Arbeiter-Samariter-

Bund in the aid for disadvantaged 

persons in South-Eastern Europe make 

Zene sa Une a valuable SAM.I.-Partner. 

The association was therefore accepted 

as full member of SAM.I. in August 2013 

upon application and by resolution of 

the advisory board. 

Networking on national and 
international level

A chain of complementary as-
sistance work

Volunteers win with the Local 
Volunteer Service

Poor families receive supplies of donated food. Group from Bosnia and Croatia in the garden of the ASB Federal Asso-
ciation in Cologne.

Continued on Page 10
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Delegation from Bosnia and 
Croatia visits Cologne

Zene sa Une and ASB Germany 
plan aid project for homeless in 
Bosnia

Delegation members in front of the Cologne 
Homeless Centre “GULLIVER”.

WOMEN FROM 
UNA – BIHAC 
Address: Krupska 26, 

77 000 Biha ,

Bosnia Herzegovina

Tel/fax: +387 37 220 855

E-mail: zena-una@bih.net.ba 

Website: www.zenesaune.org

Continued from Page 9

Young fi rst aiders will meet in Italy 
from 7 to 10 August 2014
SAMARITAN Contest 2014
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Continued on Page 12

W

http://bit.ly/HilfebrauchtHelfer

bit.ly/wkVIVA

Heroes without superpowers 
The SAMI.I. Member associations are extremely creative when it comes to events to rec-
ognise volunteer involvement but also for winning volunteers and voluntary fi rst aiders.

Collaboration in social economy
Info from Brussels

“Saving lives with a few moves of your hand” – First Aid Campaign of the WK.
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SAMARITAN INTERNATIONAL 
is a European association of charitable Non-Governmental 

Organisations from 15 countries. Sustained by numerous 

members and supported by volunteers, these organisations 

cooperate in the sectors of social services, first aid training, 

humanitarian aid in foreign countries, emergency rescue and 

ambulance services.
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SAM.I. recommends a Eu-
rope-wide “Charity Law”   
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INNOVEST-SAM.I. recently 
introduced the collaboration 
for the stablishment of a com-
plementary financing model to 
strengthen social enterprises 
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Training of the European 
Volunteer Centre for EU 
support programs in the 
sector of volunteer work
A seminar from the European Volunteer 

Centre (CEV) offers information in the 

area of voluntary work for EU support 

programs and scholarships for volun-

teer organisations. The CEV training 

with the title: “Financing of voluntary 

work by the new EU programs” will 

take place from 27 to 28 March in 

Brussels. Registration at http://cev.be/

brussels-2014/. Seats are limited.

Continued from Page 11


